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powerful entrenched camp and bridge head.* This work was
of the utmost importance as supporting the right of the new
base on the Vistula, and as a cover to a retreat, should that
be necessaiy.

Whilst Murat and Davout were completing the passage
of the Vistula on the extreme right, Ney had arrived on the
left of the line, in front of Thorn, now held oj?^ by a.
rearguard left by Lestoeq.                                ^

On the evening of the 6th December, a few French
companies, commanded by Colonel Savary, passed the river
in boats which had been collected under shelter of the islands.
After a little sharp fighting, the Prussians, whose strength
was small, were driven out of the town. More French troops
passing over, a battalion and two squadrons followed the
Prussian rear guard as far as Gollub. Having forced them
to continue their retreat, the French returned to Thorn, and
the repair of the bridge was at once taken in hand, though
not, apparently, with so much energy as was desirable, for it
was not completed till the 15th December, f

As Warsaw was required for a support to the right of the
base on the Upper Vistula, so Thorn was required for the
left* The old fortifications were ordered to be restored, in
order to make of the place a bridge head covering the

To support Ney, Bessieres, with the second cavalry
reserve, passed at Thorn.

Bennigsen had ordered the retreat from the Vistula with
a view to uniting with the 2nd Army under Buxhowden

* Dumas, xvii. Ill, 112.

t De Fezensac (p. 128) gives this date, mentioning that even on the 13th
troops had still to cross in boats. The wooden bridge had been burnt, and its
restoration was no easy matter.

J Chasseloup was instructed to take in hand the fortification of the bridge
head at Thorn; but first he was to attend to Praga, where an intrenched camp,
large enough for 40,000 men, was required. He was also to submit a plan for
fortifying one of the islands at the mouth of the Bug. Another tHe <fo pent
was required on the Bug, at the mouth of the Ukra (Corr, 11,468, dated 13th
December, 1806).